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MISCELLANEOUS LETTEKS. 
[Manuscript Division, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.] 

Joseph Sherwood to the Committee of Correspondence of the 
Assembly of the Province of New Jersey, 1766. 

Gent. 

Both Houses of Parliament have during the present 
Sessions spent by much the greatest part of their time 
in Considering the American Complaints; All the 
Papers relating to America which have been received 
from thence, and also All the Letters &c which have 
been sent from the several Boards to America, have 
been read in both Houses, the Petitions of the Mer- 
chants and Manufacturers of London, Leeds, Bristol, 
Glasgow &c have been presented, and they have been 
Examined in support of the same, and at length the 
Grand Question of Repeal or no Repeal came on in a 
Committee of the whole House on the 21st Instant, after 
sitting all that night and till three o'clock the next 
morning, the House divided and upon the Division. 

The Ayes were 275 
Noes 167 

So that there was a Majority of 108 for the Repeal. 

It is fully Expected that there will also be a great 
Majority in the House of Lords. 

I received your favour of December 9, a and also 
copys of the Petitions Votes, &c and a Bill of Exchange 
Value One Hundred Pounds Sterling, but the Captain 
is just now taken off his Letters, so that I cannot be 
more particular at present, I am with great Regard 
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to yourselves and the rest of the Gent of the General 
Assembly 

Their and your respectfull Fr." 

Joseph Sherwood 
Warnford Court 
25 th Feb. y 1766 Throgmorton Street 

Gen. Alexander McDougall to Gen. Horatio Gates, 1776. 

New York June 24 th 1776. 
Sir 

The Northern expedition has I fear cost me my two 
Sons; the Eldest 'died of the Fatigue attending the 
Seige of S' John's; the Youngest was taken a Prisoner 
on the river of S' Lawrence on the late retreat ; and on 
my account I fear he may be ill treated. He was at the 
reduction of St John's, and continued in Canada ever 
Since. If there Should be an exchange of Prisoners, 
I must beg your attention to that boy: He was a Lieu 4 
of my Regiment and of Captain Goforth's Company. 
Sincerely wish you a Pleasant march and a Successful 
Campaign. 

I am Sir, 

Your very Humble Serv' 
Alex. M c Dougall. 

Joseph Hemes to Samtiel Johnston, 1776. 

Philad a 24 th July 1776. 
Dear Sir 

I have not seen M r Gibson since I received your 
favour of the 29 th of June, when I do, I shall pay him 
agreeable to your request. 

The manager of the Linnen Manufactory in this City 
informs me that it is his opinion that small manufac- 
tories set up by private persons in their own Families 
would be much more profitable both to the adventurers 
and to the Community in general than large ones estab- 
lished by the public or by Companies, he seems to be a 
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sensible fellow and well acquainted with the business 
and I think his observations are very just, the more I 
converse with him on the subject the less inclination I 
feel to be concerned in any thing of the kind, so many 
people in these Colonies are going into it, that I despair 
of geting a Weaver for you on any Terms, those that 
"are good for anything are chiefly engaged, and the 
Army & Navy pick up all the rascally artificers of 
every kind, 

Lord Howe is arrived with four or five Men of War 
but no Troops, a large Fleet is hourly expected having 
on board some say 20. others 30 M Men, his Lordship 
it is said expresses a great desire to promote a recon- 
ciliation he has sent at three different times a boat with 
a Flag and a Letter to Gen 1 Washington but the Letter 
being directed to Geo Washington Esq r was not received 
tho much pressed by the officer in whose charge it was 
sent, the officer who was a Col. and adjutant general 
that went on those with the last boat had an interview 
with Gen 1 Washington, the conversation was chiefly 
about prisoners in the close of it he produced a Letter 
which he said it was from Lord Howe but being directed 
as before was refused, what powers his Lordship may 
have is not known but from all circumstances that have 
yet appeared they extend no farther than to receive 
submissions and grant Pardons, as the people of the 
united Colonies are only defending their Just rights 
and liberties and have committed no offence they have 
nothing to ask pardon for consequently cannot nego- 
tiate with his Lordship, no late accounts from England 
or France, my Compliments to your Family. 
I am with much respect 
Dear Sir 

your mo. obed. Serv 1 . 
Joseph Hewes 

N. B. Mr. Hooper came to Town last evening. I 
have not vet seen him — 
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Dr. Benjamin Bush to Gen. Anthony Wayne, 1776. 

Philad* Septem. r 29, 1776. 
Dear Si 

I did myself the pleasure of acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of your favor by Capt. Todd in a long letter which 
I dispatched a few days ago by one of the expresses 
bound to Ticonderoga. Since that time Col. Shea has 
resigned the command of the 3 rd Pennsylvania regiment, 
by which means you are now the first Colonel in the 
Service of this State. The late resolution of congress 
for increasing our army to 60,000 men will necessarily 
call for a number of new Brigadiers, and the propor- 
tion which Pennsylvania will send into the field will 
give her a right to demand one or two more for her 
Share — Merit like yours will weigh heavily with the 
congress but it must be held up in a pointed light to 
their view. Col. Magaw tho' a younger Officer than 
you being near the congress, & having one or two elo- 
quent friends in the house may perhaps be held up in 
colours that may injure your more just pretensions to 
pi'omotion. 

Upon this ace' I beg leave to suggest to you that your 
friends in congress (among whom I desire to be classed) 
will derive great support from a few words in your 
favor from General Gates. You must not omit im- 
proving this hint to your advantage. And in everything 
relative to this matter I beg you will command my 
services. 

I should not have suggested these ideas to you, had 
I not more than once seen the most eminent military 
merit neglected in our promotions, from ignorance in 
the congress, or from the want of proper recommen- 
dations. 

The bearer M r Stockton is my father in law — a most 
zealous & faithful Servant of the States. He commands 
the vote of New Jersey. I therefore beg (for your 
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sake as well as my own) your particular attention to 
him. 

With best comp 18 to Gen 1 Gates, Gen 1 St. Clair Col. 
Erwin, Col. Johnson Capt. Frazer — & such other of 
the officers at Ticonderoga as I have the pleasure of 
being acquainted with, I am dear Sir, yours 

Sincerely 

B.Rush 

P. S. I have this day seen a prisoner belonging to 
the 23 rd regiment taken by our people near New York. 
I was much pleased with the fashion of his hair. It 
was cut short all round by Gen 1 Howe's orders. Count 
Saxe recommends this fashion in his memories. It 
saves time & trouble & prevents lice. It moreover pre- 
vents a Soldier from suffering from rain which often 
keeps the hair wet for hours Afterwards. Suppose 
you introduce it in your regiment? — If you begin with 
yourself, every private as well as officer will follow 
your example. 

Thomas McKean to Gov. George Clinton, 1786. 

Philadelphia August 30 tt 1786. 
Sir, 

This will be handed to you by M r Charles "W. Peale, 
a celebrated Portrait Painter of this city, a member of 
our American Philosopical Society, and a true friend 
to the late Revolution and Independence of the United 
States. His visit to New- York is principally to draw 
the pictures of Mess™ "Williams &c. the three Militia 
men, who, in spite of all corruption, arrested and se- 
cured the person of Major Andre, the Dep y Adjutant 
General of the British Army, acting as a Spy &c. — 
His view in this is to perpetuate, as far as his art will 
go, this virtuous Exploit, and to recommend such con- 
duct to the friends of Liberty & of mankind. 

He has just now applied to me to assist him in this 
business, by introducing him to some Gentleman in 
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New- York, who would use his influence with the three 
virtuous men to come there for the purpose of his draw- 
ing their portraits. I had no hesitation about the 
Gentlemen, to whom I should recommend his business, 
tho' I fear I shall give your Excellency, too much 
trouble on the occasion. I beg you will be so kind as 
to cause the three Gentlemen to be informed of M r 
Peale's journey, & to request their attendance upon 
him. Any civilities shewn to M r Peale will be con- 
sidered as a favor done, Sir, 

Your Excellency's, 

most obedient humble servant 
Tho B M°Kean 

Arthur Lee to ., 1784. 

Philadelphia Aug* 25 th 1784. 

A thousand, thousand thanks, my dearest Madam for 
your favor. "My dear Sophy's indisposition" — How 
many tender ideas cluster round that expression ! Why 
should she be sick — why were not my prayers heard — 
why was not the bitter cup prepared for me alone? I 
woud have drained it with delight — so She might have 
tasted that only of health & happiness. 

But this is a string I must touch no more. Like the 
unhappy children of Jerusalem, I must hang up my 
harp against the wall in hopeless captivity 

I have the honor of enclosing patterns of furs from 
New York. The furrier has at least the merit of prom- 
ising well. Will you have the condescension to deliver 
them to the Lady at whose command I procured them; 
& with them, the full homage of my heart. 

On the 20 th of next month we are to make our obeis- 
ances to the Ladies & Daughters of the Sachems & 
warriors of the Six Nations, at fort Stanwix — & on 
the 20 th of Nov r to those of the western nations, at the 
mouth of Cayahoga on lake Erie. 

Could not all the softness & beauty of Annapolis & 



268 Miscellaneous Letters. 

its neighbourhood conciliate, & Keep the committee 
with you? Or was that yawning Church-yard too ter- 
rible to be any longer fac'd by the eastern Members 
I woud it had been enclosed, that it might not have pre- 
sented to weak imaginations so horrible a facility of 
getting into it. 

Let me congratulate you, Madam, on the happy dis- 
covery imported by the Marquis la Fayette. Tis bet- 
ter than a thousand walls round the churchyard. 
Nothing less than the cure of all maladies by animal 
magnetism. The effect is infallible; & no Lady in 
America is henceforth to be sick, on pain of being re- 
puted — an enemy to the french Alliance. The Marquis 
indeed keeps the mode of cure secret. I wish the 
Marchioness had come with him ! But certainly he will 
soon communicate it, & drive away all diseases, that 
flesh is heir to. How much are we all indebted to 
France! Air-balloons to bear us swift — as meditation 
or the thoughts of love — and animal magnetism to en- 
sure us perpetual health. 

M 1 ' 8 Mifflin, who I am going to see the instant I close 
this, will write you all about the Belles of New York, 
for I know little of them. I have a thousand things to 
say ; yet my moment is come. Therefore with my love, 
good wishes, respects & Comp u to M rs Sprigg — your 
dear husband, & still dearer Daughters — to M r Scott 
& to all others to whom you may think them acceptable 
— receive my ever dear friend, my best — my last 

Adieus. 
A. Lee 
P.S. I hope Beckey will take M r Butland — the Ship 
Chariot; Phaeton & all, prisoners of Beauty. She 
knows how much I love her — how much I wish to see 
her lament, like Alexander, that there is nothing left 

her to conquer. Why did not that same M r B bring 

over an air-balloon? 



